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CHRIS BALL is founder and Director of the
Central European Institute (CEI) at Quinnipiac
University where he is an Associate Professor of
Economics and holds the Istvan Szechenyi Chair
in International Economics. The CEI at QU builds
bridges between the United States and the
nations of Central Europe by fostering
relationships in academics, business and culture.

Ball serves as the Honorary Hungarian Consul
for Connecticut where he promotes bi-lateral
business relations with Hungary. He co-owns
and manages ArenaCAD USA offering
processing/extraction services on point clouds
for scan-to-BIM, 2D and 3D surveys. Ball was the Executive Vice President of Light Sources
Inc.,, a multinational specialty lighting company headquartered in Orange, CT, USA, with
offices in Hungary and China and sales worldwide. He continues to provide periodic
executive consulting, serve on the boards of several organizations and writes a regular
column on international economic affairs for substack at Global Economics.

Ball has been with Quinnipiac University since 2003. He earned his bachelor’s degree in
Economics at the University of Alabama in Huntsville and earned his Ph.D. in International
Macroeconomics at Texas A&M University. He has published in top academic journals
such as the Journal of Macroeconomics, Research in Economics, World Economy, Applied
Economic Letters, and International Journal of Finance and Economics. Ball has written
on various topics in the Hartford Courant, New Haven Register, CATO Regulation
Magazine and the New York Times. He lives in Middletown, CT, with his wife and two
children.



